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Italian statesman's critics and opponents, the formal defence of the
Covenant against this alleged Italian attack had given an opportunity
for France to reinforce her virtual reservations against Article 19 and
the United Kingdom hers against Articles 10 and 16.
For this untoward outcome of his original initiative, Signor Musso-
lini was doubtless himself partly to blame, in so far as certain specific
and controversial Italian national aims were bound up, in his original
scheme (as his critics promptly pointed out), with a public-spirited
attempt to salve the wounds inflicted by the territorial terms of the
Peace Treaties and to prevent a fresh outbreak of unregulated com-
petition in armaments. But if Signor Mussolini's opponents had
triumphantly exposed and frustrated the self-regarding part of his
policy, they had done nothing whatever, on their side, to solve the
two grave and urgent problems of common interest which Signor
Mussolini had in part been attempting to grapple with. And before
the close of the calendar year these faults of European statesmanship
—calculated self-seeking on one side and blind unconstructiveness
on the other—inexorably produced their bitter fruits.
The detente at Geneva which had followed Herr Hitler's pacific
speech of the 17th May, and which had rendered possible the initialling
of the Four-Power Pact on the 7th June, was unhappily not of long
duration. The resumption of the work of the Conference, after the
summer vacation, on the 9th October, was quickly followed by a
fresh deadlock,1 and the German Government reacted to this dead-
lock by taking two drastic steps: an immediate withdrawal from the
Disarmament Conference, and a serving of notice of an intention to
secede, after the lapse of the statutory two years, from the League of
Nations. The withdrawal of Germany from the Disarmament Con-
ference was notified to the President of the Conference, Mr. Henderson,
by the Foreign Minister of the Reich, Freiherr von Neurath, on
the 14th October; the intention to secede from the League was
notified to the Secretary-General on the 21st.2 And both acts were
posthumously confirmed by an overwhelming majority of votes, in
the plebiscite on the Government's foreign policy which was held
on the 12th November, 1933, simultaneously with a general election
1	The circumstances, which had their origins a considerable way back in the
history of the Disarmament Conference, are dealt with in section (iii) below,
and need not be recapitulated here.
2	Already, in June 1933, the German delegation to the International Labour
Conference nad -withdrawn from the Conference as the result of a difference of
opinion between them and the other delegations; but Germany had not on
that occasion declared her intention to secede from the International Labour
Organization, and a fortiori not from the League as a whole.

